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Some of you may have suddenty realized that you don't see Dr.
Fan at SABR comventions. As the formalist Aristotelian
patrician elitist that he is, it is not simply that you fail .
to locate these chapter meetings within convenient :
distance of Croems Hill {it wouldn't kill you to book a fine
meeting room at the University Ciub}, but that Dr. Fan simply
mthmrtahefoxanymﬂedperiodoftiminth&
c:mpanyofthose(anﬂhehasanpleplmtographicandother
maryevidmce)uhoappeartobem!dngacmmrtedanﬁ
suncessfule!furtmdressevenmrsethandnesstew'mmley
{remembor, a gentleman always removes his headgear indoors
{vatchDr.PanasheentersﬂxemtmdmeL and, as the
Pioneer Press "Bulletin Board" has 50 nimbly noted, a baseball
cap worn backwards is the universal gymbol of a fool [though
far from the only such piece of sign reasoning]}i jpowever,.
perhaps, although William Faulimer would have kept going, it
is time to end this sentence now . . . but not without a bit
of a recursive tease, which, 1ike some earthquakes, you do
not know you have experienced until it is ovar.

Were it not for the number of thoughtful individuals who
provided accurate (their narratives correlated remarkably, but
without derivative indicators) summries, Dr. Fan would even
mwhegnashingm.sfangswiﬁlregretatmtmingpeysmally
experienced the rarest of comvention programs: a satiric paper
so skillfully woven that, as a parody of certain types of vepal
npegearch," it fooled many intc imagining that it was an actual
serious study! Congratulations to the author! Among the
comaon bogus practices it lampooned by example were: .

* claiming causation where there is, at best, correlation

* galectively manmipulating data

*pxe—ordainingamclusimatthelevelofeamesthelief
{in the theologirmal sense} and then tailoring the study to
force the comclusion (Bill James has so often warned against
this practicel}

Now, readers of this colum in frontier oubposts such as
Nanticnie and Yellowinife may find what follows incredible,
tut here is the premise {remesper, it's a2 pm_:udy!): that MEB
wnarsagreedtaengageinaunanimusmnspmcyofsystm—'
atic instisticnal racism, then maintained this conspiracy for
five docades, despite frequent changes in ownership and the
addition of expansion teams not (we assume) in on the origisal
conspiracy, and successfully kept this ingenious cabal secret
from journalists, players, umpires, and the public, until
finally ummsiced by one intrepid researcher!

what insidious, hurtful mechanism did they choose to wreak
lasting harm? Ch, dear reader, pause +o admire their delicate
gublety! Why, assigning wiform mmbel_:S! Mercy, as Red Bax.'i;er
wonld have said had he but know, Wiy didn't an think of that?

Of course, this satiric premise is a wondrous exanple of the
ldndoftotallyimginaryandfab!ﬂauswycmdramthatcguld
be concocted only from spongicephalic unjustifiable bleeding-
heart liberal guilt.

I asked some of my pals in the world of professicnal sport to
comment on the study (assuring them, for purpeses of untainted
reaction, that it was pot a parody: colleagues, please barden
the deception), with gpecial regard for the assumption that
high uniform mwbers are a form of discrimination:

"Hell, if the author is serious, he is liable, as is the SAER
chapter that permitted the peper to ke presented. to a class
action defamation suit for implying that a partiomiar class
of MiLB players would not cztch on to the discrimination: even
middle relievers are smarter than that.”

—~ Tony LaRussa, famous attorney

"Thig mst be a satire, for a key premise is backwards: a
class discriminated agminst would be given low numbers, on the
supposition that they could not count very high."

—— George F. Will

"Mihite men can't think.* —— 3 Harold Baines

"Ig this quy Jewish? He sure sounds Jewish. Lots of them
are guilty about nothing." —— 77 Maric Lemieux

"Tewz, and they call vs catchers dumb.” -——- 72 Carlton Fisk

"What a Mewfie hoser! Grant Fulr [godltender of color} amd I
had a few brews and figured, maybe, you kmow, this writer's
a goalie, he can't help it, eh?” —— 99 Wayne Gretzky

"That's almost as silly as trying to get Roger Maris into
Cooperstown. "
— Otis Nixon, Ozzie Smith, Bip Roberts, Devon White,
Lance Johnson, Brian Jordan, and GlenAllen Hill, ARA
The Coaliticn of Seven Black Guys Whose Uniform
Numbers Average 1.571

SUCH A DEAL! SEMIOTIC STLLINESS

Once again, the annual MLB poll of managers rates Tom Relly
highly. This mst be the longest-nmning practical joke in
paseball. Surely his colleagues can see that there is no
there therse. They see through Cito Gaston, known in
"ronno" as "The Mmmy." The Blue Jays won two World
Series despite Cito, and you Twins fans should remember
that one of your Series titles is due to Cito‘s ability

at handling 2 pitching rotation in a seven-game event.
Speaking of that, Kelly's fellow managers may rate him
highly because of his self-induced handicap . . .

Dick Such, the typographical error waiting to happen. One
vould imagine that, given the gonadic tumor of haseball
players, that, once having chosen the noble career that he
now ignobly attempts to implement, Such would bave changed
his last name. Failing that, he oould have chosen any
other shortened first name: Rick, Rich, R.J., Smffy . . .
parhaps he was attempting to attract Baseball Annies.
Equally inexplicable is the now-retireé son of journeyman
ackor Peter Marshall, who actually, after having been given
an alternative, reverted to the true family name. Look it
up if you have to. At least he used Pete, not Peter.

GERUND OR PARTICIPLE? ONLY THE TRAINER KNOWS

Someda; v -dictionaries may contain . . . )

Rocking: chopping or flajling aimlessly and ineffectively,
e.g. "he wasn't really hitting, just hocking at the ball,
sc the best he could do was a Soft tap back to the pitcher.”
HOW TO PAY FOR YOUR SEASON TICKET ’

Kot that basehall needs another scandal, ut the tire races
on the Metrodome @isplay screen are fixed. A season ticket
holder learns the pattern without trying, and can win momey
from guilible Iowans by betting on the tire races., It would
not be a good idea, however, to test Sperty Tire for drugs.

NOTICE: The annual parade of right-wing
humorists was canceled this year. Jerry Falwell
couldn’t make it, and Dr. Hawkins refused to
march alone.



